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Glyn Morgan (2005): The Idea of a European Superstate. Public Justification and European Integration. Princeton University Press, Princeton/Woodstock, ISBN 0-691-12246-6 (hb).

This book of the political philosopher Glyn Morgan (Harvard University, USA) is not a European study. For a European intellectual it offers a surprising insight in European integration. In my view social rights, in defense of a welfare regime, are crucial, besides the restoring and maintaining of the European democratic heritage. But in this study these are not the message.

The study is about the justification for the project of political integration in the European Union. It promotes a European Superstate to guarantee security. “A Europe dependent on others (e.g. the USA) for its military protection, unable to take autonomous action, unable to define its own friends and enemies, is, in the broader sense of the term, insecure” (p 161). The main argument is presented already on the first page of the preface: “This book argues that there is much more to be said in favor of a unitary European State - a “European superstate”, as those editorial writers would call it - than most people recognize” (p IX). A superstate imply the establishment of the United States of Europe, with 455 million inhabitants in 25 countries.

In the member states of the European Union, this is not a familiar argument. Many people prefer a federalist point of view, but Glyn Morgan makes a distinction between two kinds of federalists. “Having clearly distinguished between two diametrically opposed meanings of the term”federalism”, it is possible to summarize the differences between federalists (who seek a”unitairy state’ in Europe) and federalists (who seek a European federal polity). A European federalist seeks a Europe that locates the most important political functions at the European level of government, even if this requires considerable centralization of power in Brussels. A European federalist, in contrast, seeks to disperse power to multiple (different) center and to the lowest, most decentralized levels possible” (p 14/15). In the European Union this is known as the subsidiarity principle, stemming from the political theory of the Christian Democrats.

It will be clear that Morgan is in favor of one unitary state, maybe even including Turkey, but to date, that is still very unclear. He is looking for such a unitary state. Without such a unity, Europe will remain dependent for its security on the United States of America. He makes, as quoted, a sharp distinction between a unitary state in Europe and a European federal polity. Het is following two lines of reasoning: that of Eurosceptics (especially in the UK) and Europhiles. His argument is that Europeans must abandon national sovereignty in favor of European sovereignty to guarantee international security. “Perhaps a more probable, of more troubling, possibility for Europe’s future political integration is that it will be crisis driven” (p 163). The main justification for a unitary state is in an external enemy, such as terrorists.

Besides preface, introduction and conclusion, the book consists seven chapters on justification, nationalism, Euroscepticism, welfare, security, a postsovereign Europe and a sovereign Europe. The idea that European integration will be mainly a matter of security, foreign affairs and defense is not a very European conception, although in the European Constitution one European Minister of Foreign Affair has been proposed. However, there is no consensus about this Constitution, and all 25 members must agree with it. Nevertheless, for a European intellectual, it is informative to be confronted with such an a-typical argument. In my opinion Jeremy Rifkin’s “The European Dream” (2004) gives a better insight in what is going on in the European Union. By the way, he is an American as well (President of the Foundation of Economic Trends in Washington), but this review is not about that book.
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